EXPLORING OUR FAITH — Testing or Trusting?

As a kid growing up in the 1960s and 1970s, the two things boys talked about most on the school yard were “Friday
Night at the Fights” (boxing from Madison Square Garden in N.Y.C.) and stuntman Evel Knievel. We didn’t have pay-per-view,
the wide range of live stream venues, or the internet to entertain us.

Evel Knievel was a motorcycle daredevil who performed death-defying jumps over buses, cars, and even canyons to
the thrill of audiences. He would break numerous bones, heal up, and do it again. Knievel seemed to be willing to throw
away his health and even risk death for his 15 minutes of fame. That kind of cavalier, reckless attitude didn’t die when Evel

Knievel died. Au contraire it has almost become the standard now in such things as ultimate cage fighting and extreme Fourth Sunday Of Lent

sports.

All of this reminds me of Jesus’ 40-day sojourn in the desert that we hear about each first Sunday of Lent. We

traditionally call it the “temptations in the desert.” One of the temptations has the devil take Jesus to the parapet of the 1 O MarCh 2 O 2 4
Temple and dares Jesus to jump. The false promise is that Jesus will have nothing to worry about because, if God exist, God

will surely send His angels to protect Jesus from any harm. Jesus calls this a temptation. This showboating, for 15 minutes of ]m‘maadate Conceptwn C"IMTCh, Rexton St-Peter's C"IMTCh., SouthBramh
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fame, masquerades as faith in God but it is not faith at all. Jesus rebukes the devil with, “Do not put the Lord your God to
the test.” Sometimes, like Evel Knievel, we are willing to throw all common sense out the window, risk our health, our . . sl
marriage, our good name, or even our lives, and expect God to save us. This is not trusting in the Lord; it’s testing the Lord. m
It’s living an irresponsible life. 12 School Street Rexton, NB E4W 2E5
Covid 19 saw lots of people resisting any talk of vaccinations, vaccinations for the common good (including their Phone: 506-523-6817
personal good). They even used Scripture to bolster their decisions and said things like, “l don’t need a vaccination; | have o
God on my side. God won’t let me get sick or die.” Inferred was the idea that those who received the vaccination were really Email: |CprEXt°n@r0ger5-Com
not very faithful or trusting in God. The irony was that the “anti-vaxxers” were putting the Lord to the test all the while Web: https;//ou rIadyofhope_weeny_com/
pretending to trust in God. . .
When we throw our struggles of life onto God with the attitude, “If you're God, fix this!” we are acting M
irresponsibly. Passive responsibility is a contradiction in terms. As the late Jesuit Anthony DeMello said, “God cannot be Monday - 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, Tuesday 1:00 pm - 7:00 pm,
bothered doing for you what you can do for yourself” Wednesday to Friday —9:00 am - 3:00 pm
On Jesus’ first return to his childhood synagogue, where everyone knew him, he spoke with authority and won the
approval of all. They had heard that he had performed miracles elsewhere and now wanted their cut. “Do here in your
hometown what we heard you did in Capernaum.” They were not willing to listen to his message or to change their ways.
They wanted miracles...now! He was expected to hop to their demands, but there was going to be no conversion within
themselves. We are told that Jesus did not work any miracles there because of their lack of faith. Perhaps he could not be
bothered doing for them what they were too lazy to do for themselves. Sunday — 11:00 am Saturday — 4:00 pm
Our struggles cannot be overcome by us acting on our own—sheer willpower—nor by opting out and turning
everything over to divine will. Instead, the power of grace flows most fully when human will chooses to act in harmony with
divine will. It is the difference between testing God by avoiding one’s own responsibility and trusting God as one act
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Immaculate Conception Mass Times St. Peter’s Mass Time

Tuesday — 4:00 pm (Sacristy)

responsibly. Perhaps that’s why the word trust is a better word than surrender. Surrendering something over to God Scrlpture Readlngs for Upcommg Week
prematurely can be an escape from responsibility and an insult to the free will God gave us. We are neither gods (“I'll work Mon | Isaiah 65:17-21 Ps 30 John 4:43-54
this out for myself, thank you very much”) nor puppets (“Do here God, what | heard you did in other peoples’ lives).
Gerald May in his classic book, Addiction and Grace, says this: “God does not flash into our lives to work a piece of Tue | Ezekiel 47:1-12 Ps 46 John 5:1-16
rr.laglc u;.n{n us ti-len dlsapf)ear. To d.o so would eradlcate human dignity; it would pre:vent our Partlc:patl?n... We are never Wed | Isaiah 49:8-15 Ps 145 | John 5:17-30
simply visited with a healing or deliverance, which we can then safely forget. Grace is not a pill we are given, or a method
applied to us so that we can simply go about our business. Grace always invites us forward. Every liberation requires Thu | Exodus 32:7-14 Ps 106 |John 5:31-47
attention, every healing demands continued care, every deliverance demands follow-up, and every conversion requires
faithful deepening.” Fri Wisdom 2:1A-22 Ps 34 John 7:1-30
God'’s grace builds on and always invites human nature; they are partners, and we dare not separate them. Sat Jeremiah 11:18-20 Ps 7 John 7:40-53 v O U R TH SU N D A Vv

“Liberation,” as Gerald May says, “must finally come through grace, not solely through one’s own efforts.”

~Fr. Phil Sun |Jeremiah 31:31-34 Ps51 |John 12:20-33 l E F l T
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PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LAST WEEK

St. Peter's

Loose: $51.00; Envelopes: $150.00;

Masses: $20.00; Church Donation: $25.00
TOTAL: $246.00

Immaculate Conception
Loose: $149.00; Envelopes: $770.00; Masses:$40.00;
Ash Wednesday Env.: $10.00; Hall Rental: $65.00

TOTAL: $1034.00

Regional Mass Account

Mass Stipends: $105.00 TOTAL: $105.00 St. Peter's Cemetery

Cemetery Fund: $230.00 TOTAL: $230.00

MASS INTENTIONS FOR UPCOMING WEEK

Pearline Simon ¥ Jane Alice Dedam
Mina Richard §

Lionel Comeau ¥

Sat 9 | SP | 4:00 pm
Sun | 10 | IC |11:00 am
Tue | 12 | IC | 4:00 pm
Sat | 16 | SP | 4:00 pm
Sun | 17 | IC |11:00 am

Harvey Richard

Geraldo Comeau

Emily Simon ¥ Rosie Augustine

Patrick Gray & Abigail Gray ¥

Catherine Gray

LITURGY SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEKEND

Lectors Eucharistic Ministers

Sat 16 | SP | 4:00 pm |1 Reading & Psalm Lois Stella
2" Reading / Intentions

Sun | 17 | IC | 11:00 am |1* Reading & Psalm Donna / Pat Judi
2" Reading & Intentions Vina

ROSARY SCHEDULE FOR IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Leader Intentions

1st Decade: For our Clergy; 2™ Decade: For our parishioners;
3" Decade: For our youth; 4" Decade: For peace in our world;

Sun 17 IC | 10:30 am Gail
Sun 24 IC 10:30 am Vina

5% Decade: For the intentions of parishioners.
WE PRAY FOR STRENGTH FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:

ALVERIE ROBICHAUD. CHRISTIAN ROBICHAUD
ROGER MAZEROLLE
ALL RESIDENTS LIVING IN SPECIAL CARE HOMES

SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER TRIDUUM
March 26™ Chrism Mass (Tuesday) 10:00 AM Moncton Cathedral
March 28" Holy Thursday 7:00 PM Indian Island
March 29" Good Friday 3:00 PM Elsipogtog
March 30" Holy Saturday (Easter Vigil) |8:30 PM Rexton
March 31* Easter Sunday 10:30 AM South Branch

CATECHISM (First Communion participants) — Confession Celebration will be held in Rexton, March 15,
Friday
at 6:30 pm.

UPCOMING FILIPINO MASS will take place on Sunday, April 14" at 3:00 pm in St. Anne-de-Kent Church.
A Filipino priest, Fr. Carlos Jacinto will preside the mass over and it will be in Tagalog/Filipino language.

PARISH HALL - For those who wants to rent the hall, please visit the website and please go to
https://ourladyofhope.weebly.com/parish-hall-reservations.html to book the Parish Hall.
Thank you very much.

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE

R.C.ILA. FORMATION WITH CATHERINE ECKER We will be offering a series of four virtual formation sessions (Via
Zoom) on the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.), facilitated by Catherine Ecker. Catherine joins us from the
Archdiocese of Toronto, Ontario where she currently serves as the Coordinator of Ministry with Maturing Adults and
Parish Catechist at St. Mary's Parish. She is also a lead Canadian expert in Christian Initiation and has co-authored the
Alive in the Spirit! confirmation preparation program for young people. Sessions will take place on April 22nd, April
29th, May 6th, and May 13" from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. To register visit www.diomoncton.ca - Pastoral Offices -
Adult Faith > Formation Opportunities. For more information contact Trevor at 857-4879 or email
trevord.diocese@gmail.com

World Water Day
March 22nd

The Laudato Si’ Committee invites youth from across the diocese
to ‘dive in’ with us to learn more about World Water Day!

Wodd Water Day

MARCH 22

Packages of water information and activities will be distributed
at participating Catechism gatherings during the weeks of
March 10t and March 17t%. If you have a child not currently in
the Catechetical program, packages will also be distributed at
Masses during the March 16t/17%h weekend and we’ll have
some at the Good Shepherd and St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
parish offices, too! Oh, the fun!
Please plan to join us.
We all have so much to learn about the sacredness and
importance of God’s perfect creation, WATER!
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