EXPLORING OUR FAITH: EPIPHANY, A SEASON OF REVELATION

From a liturgical point of view, each year the Christmas Season begins at sunset on Christmas Eve and ends at
sundown on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord which is Sunday, January 10th this year. (Don’t throw out your
Christmas tree before then, or I'll haunt you worse than the ghost of Jacob Marley haunted his old business
partner, Scrooge!). Getting back to liturgy, we could subdivide the Christmas Season into two seasons.

The first division is Christmas, the Season of Peace, and would include the Solemnity of Christmas right up to the
night before Epiphany. In some countries the Feast of Epiphany is still traditionally celebrated on January 6th
regardless of what day of the week January 6th falls on. From Christmas Day until January 6th, we have 12 days,
hence the expression “the 12 Days of Christmas” or “Twelfth Night”. We call that a “fixed” feast. Christmas is a
“fixed” feast as it is always celebrated on December 25th no matter what day of the week the 25th falls on.
(Easter, on the other hand, is a “movable” feast which means it is not celebrated on the same calendar day each
year but “moves” according to the lunar calendar). While some countries, like Greece and Poland, continue to
celebrate Epiphany on January 6th each year, as a “fixed” feast, most countries, including Canada have long
since moved the celebration of Epiphany to a Sunday (Sunday, January 3rd this year).
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Now we get to our second division within the larger
Christmas Season, Epiphany, the Season of Revelation. This
season unfolds from the Feast (really a solemnity) of
Epiphany (Sunday, January 3rd) until the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord, also on a Sunday (Sunday, January
10th). Epiphany, as you Child bringing their gifts and
acknowledging Jesus as know, celebrates the visit of Wise
Men to the Christ the light to the nations. The word
“epiphany” has its origin in Greek meaning: an appearance,
a manifestation, a revelation, a showing, an uncovering. What was revealed in Jesus is that he is the light, to not
only the Jews, but also to the non-Jews (Gentiles); in other words, he is the Light of the World.

Back in 2002, St. Pope John Paul lI, invited us to pray the rosary a little differently. He introduced us to another
set of mysteries of the rosary, although the idea was hatch back in 1957. Along with the traditional mysteries
(Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious), Pope John Paul invited us to pray the Luminous Mysteries as well. He felt, and |
agree, that without the Luminous Mysteries, the rosary is without any reference to Jesus’ adult ministry. (The
Joyful deal with Jesus up until he was 12. The Sorrowful focus on Jesus’ last 24 hours of earthly life. The Glorious
concentrate on Jesus’ post-resurrection life). The luminous mysteries are about Jesus’ adult life and his ministry
(the baptism in the Jordan, the wedding feast at Cana, the proclamation of the Kingdom, the Transfiguration, the
Eucharist). The luminous mysteries are well-named. These five pivotal moments in the life of Jesus really do
shed light on the truth of who Jesus was and continues to be for us.

In the Incarnation, the coming of God in the flesh of Jesus, the lid is blown off the pot, and we get to see inside.
We get to see the face of God. Moreover, each time we look into the face of another human being, the face of
God is revealed anew. The light that never stops shining, the light that scatters the darkest realities, is a light that
came to us at Christmas and never left us. Let’s live in the light. It’s Epiphany all year round.

~Fr. Phil Mulligan, St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
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Office Hours:

Tuesday 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm,

Wednesday & Thursday — 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

St-Peter's Church, South Branch

Priest-Moderator:  Fr. Bill Bernard, C.S.s.R. 523-9788 (house)
Fr. Bernard Gauthier, C.S.s.R. 523-9788 (house)

233-6587 (cell)
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Immaculate Conception Mass Times St. Peter’s Mass Times
Sunday — 9:00 am & 4:00 pm

Tuesday & Thursday — 4:00 pm (Sacristy)

Saturday —4:00 pm

Scripture Readings for Upcoming Week

Mon |1 John 3:22-4:6 Psalm 2 Matthew 4:12-25

Tue |1John4:7-10 Psalm 72 |Mark 6:34-44

Wed |1John 4:11-18 Psalm 72 |Mark 6:45-52 5 . A

Thur |1John 4:19-5:4 Psalm 72 |Luke 4:14-22 //)L/O CLI/L%

Fri 1 John 5:5-13 Psalm 147 |Luke 5:12-16

Sat |1John 5:14-21 Psalm 149 |John 3:22-30

Sun |lsaiah 42:1-7 Psalm 29 Mark 1:7-11
Acts 10:34-38
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PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LAST WEEK

Immaculate Conception

Loose Dec. 25th+27th: $192.30; Envelopes
Dec. 27th: $1215.00; Christmas Offerings:
$1755.00; Other Donations: $250.00;

St. Peter's:

Missals: $10.00; Votives: $141.05;

St. Peter’s Cemetery:
TOTAL: $3563.35

Memorial Tree: $320.00

Immaculate Conception Cemetery:

Loose Dec. 25th+27th: $114.00; Envelopes Dec. 27Th:
$250.00; Christmas Offerings: $720.00; Donation:
$400.00; TOTAL: $1484.00

St. Bartholomew Cemetery: $120.00

Cemetery Offering: $50.00; Burial: $898.44;
Funeral: $350.00; Donation IMO Faye

St. Patrick’s Cemetery: $100.00

Hudson: $100.00; Donation IMO Elsie
Richard: $20.00; Other Donations: $560.00;
TOTAL: $1978.44

MASS INTENTIONS FOR UPCOMING WEEK

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Please note your envelope donations can also be left in the
locked box outside the parish hall.

Sat 2 | SP 4:00 pm Berlyn Augustinet Paul & Trina
Sun 3 1IC 9:00 am Carole Morellt Elva & Family
Sun 3 1IC 4:00 pm Nathalie & Frank LeGofft William LeGoff
Tue 5 IC 4:00 pm Edward & Mary Hannayt Donna & Family
Thu | 7 | IC 4:00 pm Aurella LeBlanct Huguette

Sat 9 | SP 4:00 pm Réjéanne Huard (Morel)t Nat & Diane Ferland
Sun | 10| IC 9:00 am Paul Robichaudt Sharon & Family
Sun | 10| IC 4:00 pm John F. & Beatrice Connollyt Noreen & Buddy

LITURGY SCHEDULE FOR UPCOMING WEEK

Lectors Eucharistic Ministers
Sat 9 | SP | 4:00 pm |1* Reading & Psalm Lois / Sharon Stella
2" Reading &Intentions Terry
Sun | 10 | IC | 9:00 am |1% & 2™ Reading Donna Judi
Intentions Joyce
Sun | 10 | IC | 4:00 pm |1 & 2" Readings Stephen Stephanie
Intentions Bob

WE PRAY FOR STRENGTH FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:
Alverie Robichaud, Charles (Chuck) LeBlanc, Roger Mazerolle, Brenda Beers, and all residents of
nursing homes.

HALL CLEANING SCHEDULES are available at the back of the church for those who clean the hall.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SNOW REMOVAL to clear the :
steps of the church and the hall (Rexton) after snowfall. one §
or two more people ease the load for all. Please contact the ¥
parish office if you are able to assist with this task.

PARISH DISINFECTION SCHEDULES are included in the
liturgical ministry schedules. If you have not already done
so, your schedule can be picked up at the back of the
church.

LIVING WITH CHRIST SUNDAY MISSALS are still available at
the back of the church for $5.00. There are only a few copies available.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MEMORIAL TREE In addition to outside the church, the names for the
2020 Immaculate Conception Memorial Tree have been placed on the bulletin board at the back of
the church. In total, $1825.00 was raised for the Immaculate Conception Cemetery Fund through the
sale of bulbs! THANK YOU!

ST. PETER’S MEMORIAL TREE Heartfelt gratitude to everyone who donated to the 2020 St. Peter’s
Memorial Tree. In total $4015.00 was raised for the St. Peter’s Cemetery Fund!
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