
THE ASSUMPTION

When the Pope, on November 1, 1950, solemnly defined the dogmcr of the
Blessed Virgin Mcuy's Assurnption into Heqven, it coused c bit of surprise in some
ways.

For example, some people could not even see qny need for a solemn defini-
tion. A{ter oll, didn't the whole Catholic world alrecdy cnd long since believe in
Mcry's Assumption ! There wqs no doubt in cnybody's mind thcrt Mory hcd been
qssumed, body ond soul. into Heaven. The official definition by the Pope only con-
Iirmed qnd mqde officiol whct the body of the lcithful hcd long since tqken for
granted ! So, qccording to them, the Pcpol delinition wcs quite nice but, should we
sqy, - superlluous !

WeIl, oI course, there were good recsons for the delinition. One reqson, we
imcgine, wcrs cr personal messqge intended for eqch cnd every one of us.

A messoge lor me ! What messoge ?

We'll come to thqt in q moment cs soon <rs we note thcrt the Holy Ghost could
hcve inspired cny oI the Popes throughout the centuries lo define this dogmc offi-
ciolly. He didn't. He withheld it until the very middle of our present century. Why?

Probcbly becquse mqny of the "isms" (moteriqlism, seculcnism, Fascism, Hitler-
ism, Communism) of our century crre trying to persuode us thcrt our onllr chcrnce for
hoppiness is in this present lile, thcrt alter this present life there is nothing more 

-so be ruthless now in grcbbing whqtever you ccn get . . .

Bight in the middle oI this hellish propcrgcrndo is where we stand. Which one

oI us will scy thot we hqven't been qffected by it ?

And right in the midst oI it all the Holy Spirit, the Sanctilier, recqlls gur cttention
to the things oI the spirit, to the lqct thcrt Mcry, free lrom the tcint oI sin, was indeed
tronsported into qn qctual Heqven.

It is a reminder to us thot we too shqll rise cgoin but thcrt we must meanwhile
keep our own lives Iree from sin.

My Day's Offering

O Jesus, through the Immqculqte Heqrt ol Mory. I ofier You oll my proyers, workg, joys ond

suflerings of this doy, Ior oll the intentions of Your Sqcred Heqrt. in union with the Holy Socrilice oI

the Mqss throughout the world, in repqrotion lor my sins, lor the intentions ol oll our ossocisteg, ond

tor tbe intentions recommended lor this month:

the spirituol troining ol Cotholic youth;

that Cotholicism in Indonesic moy contribute toword nqtionol peoce ond prosperity.
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"He wqs cr mqn oI such morql cnd spiritucl strength thct he could offord to be
gentle and kind."

It wqs c description thct cptly litted the mqn.

Even his own Icmily's attitude towards him wcs
like "Ieqr of the tord", not q slsvish fecr, but respect

for something mcjestic thct mcrde him so dilfereirt.

And yet, where cwesome respect migbi hove held

them oloof, his gentleness qnd kindness over'

shodowed this cnd drew them with irresistible love

to him.
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He wqs only partly <rwqre thqt he possessed

these quclities for, through constqnt prcctice, they

had become pcrt oI him. The constcnt prcrclice hcd
come qbout through his reclizqtion thot he hcd been

permitted to shqre God's own title oI "Fgther, from
whom qll Icrtherhood in heqven qnd on icrth re-

ceives its ncme".

As a result oI this reqlizqtion,

to rellect something oI the quclities
own Ncme.

a :-.

considered it his role qs lcrther of his fcmily
the Fcther Who hcd lent him q shqre in His

i
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But how best to reflect this ? By his coopercting with Divine Providence, to

provide lor his fcmily ? Yes - but not only this ! By his role of cuthority qnd law-
mqker ? Yes - but more lhcn this ! By whct chcrqcteristics does God the Fother

chielly mqnifest Himself to His children ?

Humanly, we would expect God to mqnifest Himself in His clmighty power.

But thct is not God's wcy. He is c loving Fqther, qnd cs todoy's Collect Prcyer

proclcims: "It is chielly by forbecrcrnce qnd mercy thct You mqnifest Your clmighty
power. O God."

And so, like dearly loved children clustered qround our Fqther, we Pursue our
prqyer:

"Be ever merciful to us so thcrt, seeking the good things You have promised,

we mcry come to q shqre in the blessings oI Heqven."
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Immaculate Conoeption Church

RextonrN.B.

Rev. Eerbert GrattanrPastor

Mission Churehes:South Sranch with Sund.ay Mass at 9.30
: Chapel Polnt witb Sund.ay mass at 11.00

Weekdal mass in Rexton at 7.30

Confessions every Saturd.ay eveni-ng at 7.3O

Baptisms :Sund'aY at 2'P.m.

loth Srxrd.ay after Pentecost .,... o.. o.......A:gust 11 11963

There will be a meetlrg of South Branch C.W.L" at tbe

Parish Ha1l in South Branchron Tuesday evening at Bp.m.

Report for Turkey Supper at South Sranche

Meals .,..n..,.........$253.00
Eome Cooking & Fancy Sale$15.98
ChipsrPop & Apples ..,....$8.4O
Money colJ-ected- for durkey...$5Z.OO

Our sincere tharrks to a1-1- who worlced" in ariy way for the

success of this parish endeavor. I

Saby Clinic will be held in Richibucto on Thursd.ay of this
week frorn 10a.m. to 11.30a.m. and. from 1.3Op.m. to 3.30p.m.

Have you ever had. your prayerf\rl thoughts shattered- at
Sund"ay Mass by the inevitable late*'arriver?Fl-orence lfed.ge

attacks the problem of tard.iness at lviass in ttThe triple D

Menaeert appearing in this weeks Our Sund"ay Visitor.
Get your copy of Our Sund.ay Visitor at the back of the

Church this morningrand after read.ing i.trpass it along to

a frlend.

Hish l{asses for the ileek

Mon. Carto1l Maloney o o........Sistbrs
f\res. Ronald Murphy ........ o...$tis McPherson & ivlrs Krawchuk

Wed.. Hubert LaSlanc ....... ...,.-The }&attj:rson fanily
Thurs.James Malone$ -'-,. " " .. . .-...Dau6ihters

I'"xi. George Hebert,...........John Vautour

Sat. itirs Wi[iam Robichaud......Mrs David. Fournier

Server thi-s week...Dona1d. Thompson.

Our Novena in preparation for the Feast of the Assumptlon

continues on i\ilondayrTuesd.ay and Wed.nesday of this week.

Attendance ai; ftbening mass and novena exercises has been

cluite good-;please make an effort to cintinue and- 1et all
parishioners attend mass on Thursd.ay eveningrand. pray

particularly for the need.s of the .Archd-iocese and. the

success of the Council which wi111le-open in the Fal1.

On thursd-ay of this week, tlie Feast of the Assumptionl

the mass will be at 9.p,m.

Confessions Thursd"ay evening at 8.p.m.

Grantrwe beseech Theer0 Lord.rthat having

received- tbe saving Sacramentsrthrough the

merits and intercession of the 3lessed Virgin
It'iary assumed. intiir Heavenrwe may be 1ed. to
the glory of the ResurectionrThrough Our

Lord. Jesus Christ. Amen
(From Iuiass of Aue 15)

God Bless You.


